FLORIDA TRIALS ASSOCIATION NEWS ******************************************************
2004/2005 SEASON ISSUE #01

August 31, 2004 -- NEWSLETTER EDITOR – Bill Nutting
********************************************************
Officer’s Corner

Howdy Everyone!  Hope ya’ll had a very enjoyable, COOL summer and are anxious to get back on your trials bike, because guess what?  That’s right, it won’t be too long from now that the new FTA 2004-2005 Championship series is set to begin.  So no matter how hot it is, you need to get your bike out, dust off the cob webs, get it spit-shined and tuned up because we are almost ready to start another great championship season.

As a reminder, the following Officer’s have been nominated to serve the FTA this year:  Barry Florin once again accepted the lead position as President of the FTA, Chuck Walker will be serving as his right-hand man in the role of Vice President, Wayne Sholder graciously accepted the position of Treasurer for one more year, and Todd Andros, with assistance from Jean Florin, will be handling the Secretary’s responsibilities.  The Club Directors did not change, so once again they will be Barry Florin for Central Florida, Marc Waller for West Coast, Bob Vennel for FUBAR, and Dudley Cullum for Cahills.  We would like to encourage all members to voice their opinions (in a friendly manner), if they have any suggestions for improving the FTA, by sharing it with either their Club Director or one of the Officers.  We are here to help make a difference and ensure the FTA is the best that it can be!
Barry has worked diligently with Hard Rock and Promise Ranch to secure dates for events at both of these places, as well as Crooms.  The following schedule has been set so far, but is subject to change if need be:

· Fun Trials – 12 September 2004 at Crooms to be hosted by all Clubs
· Round 1 – 26 September 2004 at Crooms to be hosted by Central Florida

· Round 2 – 10 October 2004 at Crooms to be hosted by FUBAR

· Round 3 – 7 November 2004 at Crooms to be hosted by Cahills

· Round 4 – 12 December 2004 at Promise Ranch to hosted by West Coast

The remainder of the schedule will be posted in the next newsletter.

The classes that will be offered this year are as follows:

· Beginner

· Novice

· Intermediate

· Sportsman

· Sportsman A

· Advanced

· Expert

STRA Rounds will be held October 16-17, 2004 in Sequatchie, Tennessee (Trials Training Center), November 13-14, 2004 in Newnan, Georgia, and December 4-5, 2004 in Gadsden, Alabama.  These are just some of the other dates you might want to keep in mind if you are contesting these events.  If further details are needed, please check out STRA’s website:  http://www.setrialsriders.org/.  
Membership and Newsletters

Single Membership will be $20 and family will be $30 for the year.  Event fees will be $15.00 per event.  

After serving the past few years as our Newsletter Director/Editor, Lee Silas has finally passed the torch to Bill Nutting.  Remember, this is your newsletter and we welcome photos and articles from all of our members, so don’t be shy – send in something this year to Bill at wmnutting3@aol.com.  To help our members, we offer free advertisement of new and used bikes that you would like to sell.  Whenever possible, to save the club money on postage, we would like to email the newsletters to those of you who have the capability of receiving your mail electronically, so please send Bill an email message to ensure he has your correct address.  For those of you, who insist on snail mail, please remember to notify the FTA if you have had an address change since we last met.  As a courtesy of the FTA, all members from last year, and previous non-members from the past few years will receive two free mailings, and if the membership has not been renewed by the November event, those riders will be dropped from the mailing list.   
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2004 AMA Youth and Women’s Nationals  

The Cullum’s and the Davis’s took their families, on what can now be referred to as one of their annual treks to the Trials Training Center, and can just about be made by driving with their eyes shut and merely setting the cruise control – its just too bad there is no autopilot other than the Dad’s.
In the Age 6 Class, Isaiah Cullum swooped into Victory Lane by beating Brooks Davis by one win.  Brooks took the lead by winning the event on Friday with a score of 12 to 22, while Isaiah turned right around to beat him on Saturday with a score of 15 to 20.  I’m sure there were lots of nail biting going on waiting to see which youngster was going to take the Championship, but Isaiah secured the win with a score of 8 to Brooks 19.  In the Age 11 Class, Karl Davis, Jr., faced with some really tough competition, finished 6th on Friday with 66 points, 7th on Saturday with 86 points, and then moving all the way up into 4th place on Sunday with 41 points, securing the Number 5 Plate overall.  Matt Cullum rode the Open Class, against some really stiff competition.  He finished in 8th place on Friday with 76 points, 5th place on Saturday with 88 points, and another 5th place with 95 points on Sunday, finishing 6th overall.  Ryan Davis rode the Exhibition Line all three days, placing 2nd on the first day with 36 points, 1st on the second day with 22 points, and 2nd on the third day with 17 points.  What more could a parent ask for as they celebrate the 4th of July of our great nation with their children, proudly watching them train and compete with the “best of the best” in this country.  TTC has hosted the AMA/NATC Youth and Women’s Nationals for the past 3 or 4 years, and has now become well-known as one of the most prestigious events for youth and women riders.  Approximately 65 riders participated in this gala from June 27 through July 4th.    
For pictures that were taken during the event and a further breakdown of all riders in each of the classes, you can visit the following website:  http://64.112.136.190/youth/.
Chris’s Journeys    
Since our year-end banquet last May, Chris has secured the No. 3 position in the National ranking so far this year, and took off August 25th with Wayne Sholder, heading for Ohio to compete in the next 2 rounds.  Having a tremendous day, Wayne actually won the Senior 40 class on Saturday, with Chris finishing in 3rd place in Round 6.  In Round 7, Chris finished 2nd, beating Ryon Bell by 2 points, and was only 3 points away from tying with Geoff Aaron, who has been so consistent this year and once again took the win, but I did not get a report on how Wayne did other than he did not place on the Podium.  What a fantastic ride by both of them!  We wish them the best as they head for Vermont on Monday for the last two AMA/NATC Rounds.
By a very narrow margin (1 point – but that’s all it takes), Chris secured his first major victory over Geoff Aaron by winning the 35th Annual El Trial de Espana, held on May 22nd and 23rd in Reed Valley, California by defeating the seven-time and defending pro with a score of 6-7.  This is the major fund raiser for the TDN Team.  See http://www.ama-cycle.org/news/2004/espana.asp for a nice photo of Chris and article posted by the AMA.
Chris competed in the World Round that was held in Minnesota on June 6th and 7th.  He was the only Pro rider to compete in the A lines.    Cycle News (http://www.cyclenews.com/ShowStory.asp?HeadlineID=6245) had a little blurb which stated “The top American was Montesa’s Chris Florin who finished 16th both days”.  To sum it up, it was a very difficult event but it was another great learning experience that Chris can proudly put under his belt.  One of the highlights of the event was that everyone wanted to play with Chris’s Broadsword, which was his trophy from the El Trial de Espana.  It was proudly on display in the Montesa Pits.
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Chris showing off his trophy
Chris has once again been given the honor of representing the United States, this time in Spain, at the Trial des Nations that will be held on September 26th, along with Geoff Aaron, Ray Peters and Cody Webb.  We will keep you posted. 
English rider is US bound

David Radford, our yearly visitor, is due back in mid September.  Looking forward to seeing you Dave.
FTA Officers and Club Directors

	Office
	Name
	Address
	Email
	Phone Number

	President
	Barry Florin
	7195 Orchid Tree Drive

Grant, FL 32949-5336
	Cota66@cfl.rr.com
	321-723-5728

	Vice President
	Bob Vennel
	405 Maggie Circle, Winter Haven, FL  33880
	Llteubert@aol.com
	865-299-2140

	Treasurer
	Wayne Sholder
	3822 Dunedin Ct

Apopka, FL. 32712
	wsholder@na.ko.com
	407-886-1141

	Secretary
	Todd Andros
	8141 SE Country Estates Way

Jupiter, FL 33458
	toddandros@hotmail.com
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cahills Club Director
	Dudley Cullum
	8130 Croom Rital Road,

Brooksville, FL  34602
	Drc2@gate.net
	352-796-7708

	Central Florida Club Director
	Barry Florin
	7195 Orchid Tree Drive

Grant, FL 32949-5336
	Cota66@cfl.rr.com
	321-723-5728

	FUBAR Club Director
	Bob Vennel
	405 Maggie Circle, Winter Haven, FL  33880
	Llteubert@aol.com
	865-299-2140

	West Coast Club Director
	Marc Waller
	2509 Shady Grove Lane, Plant City, FL  33565
	Trylrd@aol.com
	813-752-4459

	Points Director
	Jack Hutson
	39503 French Road, Lady Lake, FL  32159
	Hutsonj@earthlink.net
	352-753-4316

	Newsletter Director
	Bill Nutting
	801 Bellevue Street NE

Palm Bay, FL 32907


	WmNutting3@aol.com
	321-768-6199

do not call after 8:00pm
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